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CHAP, request, a caravel with seventy men and some artillery to
IV" take a large Moorish ship which was then passing by.
A>1) This vessel was easily captured, and presented to the
1500. King. As soon as the factory was fairly established, the""
hostages appear to have been allowed to return to the
shore; the Moors, however, so far prevented the
Portuguese from obtaining spices that, at the end of two
months, only t-vo vessels had been loaded. Cabral
accordingly complained to the Zamorin, but the latter
hesitated, and appeared embarrassed how to act. Cabral,
therefore, with a view to hasten his decision, on the 17th
December attacked and seized a Moorish vessel that was
loading in the harbour, whereupon the Moors on shoie
became greatly excited, and attacked the factor's house.
After three hours' resistance the building was destroyed,
and Ayres Correa, with fifty-three of his men, was killed.
Upon the news of this outrage reaching Cabral he sent
to demand satisfaction, but, not receiving any, he seized
and destroyed ten large Moorish ships, and, after bom-
barding the town for two days, set sail for a place called
Fundarane, where several people were slain, and from
thence to Cochin, which port was reached on the 24th
December. On the way thither two more ships belong-
ing to Calicut were met with and burnt. Thus was
commenced a war of rivalry between the Portuguese
and Arabs for the possession of the Eastern trade in
which, at a later date, the natives of different parts of
India became involved according as they encouraged the
Portuguese or Arab traders. In this contest the Vene-
tians gave their support to the Arabs, since the success
of the Portuguese could not fail to injure their trade
between Cairo and Europe.

On arriving at Cochin, a Syrian Christian, Michael
Jogue by name, who was a passenger in one of the vessels
for the purpose of visiting Rome, and afterwards pro-
ceeding to the Holy Land, was dispatched on shore,
accompanied by an European, to visit the Raja Trimum-